
DuPage Hunger Network Follow Up 10/13 

Many thanks to Becky McFarland and Lisa Hamilton for their very informative presentations yesterday 

regarding the needs and health priorities among DuPage County residents. 

Their presentations are attached and contact information is included below. 

  

Impact DuPage Presentation - Becky McFarland - Rebecca.McFarland@dupagehealth.org  

Becky also mentioned that if you need help looking at DuPage data or have a special data request, contact – 

impactdupage@dupagehealth.org  

  

Community Service Block Grant Survey Presentation – Lisa Hamilton - Lisa.Hamilton@dupageco.org  

  

MENA Category 

Asma Jarad from ICNA Relief shared important points about the MENA (Middle Eastern or North African) 

category in relation to county-wide surveys/needs assessments. 

I followed up with Asma after the meeting and she pointed me to the Institute for Social Policy and 

Understanding (ispu.org) as an excellent resource/first step to become more educated on this topic. 

I will also keep an eye out for more information to share with our Network so we can all become more educated 

and aware of the importance of this topic to each do our part to increase inclusivity when we are 

assessing/trying to understand community needs.  If you would like to reach out to Asma directly with any 

specific questions, her email is: asma.jarad@icnarelief.org  

  

Regarding the ARPA funds: 

Mary Keating from DuPage County Community Services joined our meeting for this update.  

Mary expressed her appreciation of data that Chris gathered so far from DuPage food pantries.  If you are a 

DuPage member agency of the Northern Illinois Food Bank, it is critical that you provide Chris Mortenson with 

the data he requested to help inform the County Board’s decision about how they will allocate the $1 million in 

ARPA funding.  ARPA funds are federal, which means there will be reporting requirements for any food pantry 

receiving these funds.  Food pantries must be able to demonstrate the ability to meet these reporting 

requirements.  It was made clear during our meeting yesterday, that the inability or unresponsiveness to these 

initial data requests is causing concern and could impact a pantry’s receipt of ARPA funds if providing required 

information is going to be a challenge.  

If you need to get in touch with Chris regarding the data request, here is his email address 

cmortenson@northernilfoodbank.org. 
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Based on the feedback/model recommendations from the pantries, Mary shared that the tiered funding model, 

with a funding ceiling and a floor, is being looked at more closely.  

The County Board hopes to reach a decision soon so that funds can be obligated by the end of November.  It 

was also clarified that these funds could be used for food and/or equipment and will span a 12 month period 

once the funds are dispersed. 

Chris shared briefly that the Food Bank will be able to provide more foods to the pantries with the support of 

the $1.7 million in ARPA funds that have been directly allocated to NIFB.  Following the Network meeting, I 

reached out to Chris to learn more about how pantries will receive these additional food items and the MOU 

that will also need to be in place with each pantry.  We should be hearing more details about how this will work 

soon. 

  

NIFB Updates: 

General NIFB updates focused mostly on the discussion about NIFB reducing mobile and pop-up pantries in 

DuPage in order to redirect these resources to other communities in there region where the need is great.  Chris 

also mentioned that they will be discontinuing the mobile pantry in Elgin in the new year which could 

potentially increase demand on DuPage pantries that are in close proximity to Elgin.  If you have any questions, 

please reach out to Chris. 

  

Hunger Network Survey: November 

Look for a survey from me in November to identify the topics of most interest for the Hunger Network.  This 

survey will help me plan our quarterly meetings in 2023. 

  

Next Quarterly Meeting: Thursday, January 12, 2023 @ 9 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.  I will send a meeting invite w/ 

Zoom link following this email. 

  

Have a good weekend. 

Christina LePage (she/her/hers) 

Vice President of Programs 

People's Resource Center   

Direct: 630-384-1335  Main: 630-682-5402 

x228                                                                                

clepage@peoplesrc.org | www.peoplesrc.org      
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